
Student Success Beyond the Classroom 
 
Every year, hundreds of students come through my classroom, each with their own goals, strengths, and 
stories. I routinely write more than fifty recommendation letters annually for students pursuing admission 
to medical, dental, veterinary, pharmacy, and other professional schools. It is always a privilege to support 
their journeys. Below are just a few highlights showcasing student success beyond the classroom 
(particularly from those who have excelled in and beyond my course) illustrating the hard work, resilience, 
and dedication that define our students’ paths forward. 
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William “Will” McComb — Accepted to UMMC 
School of Medicine, Fall 2026 
 
Will McComb was a top student in my Organic 
Chemistry I and II courses during the 2023-2024 
academic year. His strong mastery of complex 
mechanisms, independence, and intellectual 
maturity earned him a position as a preferred 
private tutor for my course, an honor reserved for 
only the most capable and communicative 
students. Beyond the classroom, his commitment to service, leadership, and compassionate patient care 
stood out significantly. Will exemplifies the qualities of a future physician, and I am proud to highlight his 
acceptance into the UMMC School of Medicine. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph Sorrell — Accepted to UMMC School 
of Medicine, Fall 2026 
 
Joseph was among the top performers in both 
Organic Chemistry I and II during the 2023-2024 academic year. His strong analytical ability, discipline, and 
deep conceptual understanding were evident in his thoughtful class participation and consistently 
outstanding work. Joseph’s independence as a learner, paired with his extensive service experiences at the 
Jackson Free Clinic, Brickfire, and through mentoring, reflects a student with both intellectual rigor and 
genuine compassion. His acceptance into the UMMC School of Medicine is a testament to the strength of 
his character and academic excellence. 
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Emma Roden — Selected for the Campbell Clinic Foundation 
Orthopedic Summer Internship 
 
Emma was one of the highest-performing students in my Organic 
Chemistry I & II course during the 2024-2025 academic year, earning 
one of the top spots in a rigorous, analytically demanding class. She 
continued her involvement with the course by serving as an Organic 
Chemistry II Supplemental Instruction leader, where she supported 
student learning and reinforced her own deep mastery of the 
material. She distinguished herself not only through her academic 
strength but through her intellectual curiosity, regularly attending 
office hours, asking insightful questions, and approaching the 
material with maturity and purpose. Emma also demonstrated 
natural leadership as a study group organizer, helping her peers 
succeed through clear explanations and collaborative guidance. 

Combined with her extensive clinical and research experience from telemetry work in the hospital to 
research roles at UAB and in the Priddy Lab. Emma’s selection for this highly competitive orthopedic 
internship reflects her exceptional drive and readiness for a career in medicine. 
 
 
 
 



Pictures of Emma at her internship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John “Caden” McGarity — Accepted to the Frederick P. 
Whiddon College of Medicine at the University of South 
Alabama 
 
Caden distinguished himself in both Organic Chemistry I and II 
during the 2023-2024 academic year, ranking among the top 
students in both classes of these large, demanding courses. 
His exceptional performance on the nationally standardized 
ACS exams showcases both his mastery of the material and 
extraordinary work ethic. Caden approached learning with rare 
curiosity and depth, often coming to my office with peers to 
dissect mechanisms and push beyond memorization into true 
conceptual understanding. His academic strength is further 
matched by his character, demonstrated through mission work 
in Uganda, leadership roles, and consistent service to others. 
His acceptance into the Frederick P. Whiddon College of 
Medicine reflects both his intellectual excellence and the 
compassion he brings to his future career. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scott “Vic” Scoville — Accepted to the UT Health Science Center 
College of Dentistry 
 
Vic performed in the top 20% of students in both Organic Chemistry I 
and II, two of the most demanding courses in the undergraduate 
curriculum, each enrolling well over 200 students every semester. He 
demonstrated a high level of independence and discipline, mastering 
complex material with minimal external support. In the classroom, Vic 
was consistently engaged and prepared, pairing quiet focus with strong 
interpersonal skills that fostered a sense of community among his 
peers. Beyond academics, his extensive shadowing and volunteer work 
(particularly with underserved children through The Brickfire Project) 
reflect a genuine commitment to patient-centered care. Vic’s 
acceptance into the UT Health Science Center College of Dentistry is a 
testament to his academic strength, maturity, and compassion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carlyn Vaughn — Accepted to UMMC School of Dentistry and the UT Health Science Center College 
of Dentistry 
 
Carlyn was an exceptional performer in both Organic Chemistry I and II, 
consistently placing in the top 5% of large, rigorous course sections 
enrolling over 200 students. Her success was driven not only by 
academic strength but by persistence and a genuine desire to deeply 
understand challenging material, regularly attending office hours to 
work through complex concepts. Beyond the classroom, Carlyn 
contributed to research in the Emerson–Stokes group, where she quickly 
developed laboratory skills and adapted to an open-ended, inquiry-
driven environment. Her combined record of academic excellence, 
research engagement, tutoring, and service reflects a well-rounded and 
highly motivated future dentist. Her dual acceptance into UMMC and UT 
Health Science Center Colleges of Dentistry speaks to both her 
intellectual capability and her commitment to compassionate patient 
care. 
 

   


